
education at oxford castle & prison  
step inside and do 1,000 years          

of time... 
There are a large selection of cross-curricular       
workshops available to choose from at Oxford     
Castle & Prison, using the 1,000 year history of the 
Castle and its environment to engage your class 
with a range of topics. We are also happy to tailor 
these to meet your learning objectives. 

Workshops offer a mixture of activities including          
evidence handling, role play, literacy development 
and practical problem solving. Suitable for KS1-KS5, 
sessions can be linked directly to the national       
curriculum: history, geography, citizenship, literacy, 
design technology, art and many more. 

All workshop prices include a guided tour of Oxford 
Castle & Prison, and time to explore the Castle 
Mound and wider site. 

A free familiarisation visit is available for all group 
organisers, along with our free Teachers’ Pack, with 
essential visit information and ideas; devised in   
collaboration with practising teachers.  

Schools booking a tour and workshop will have free 
use of the lunch room as part of their visit. 

Our Learning and Access Officer would be 
pleased to discuss your requirements and can be 
contacted on: 

E. lisa.price@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

E. education@oxfordcastleandprison.co.uk 

T. 01865 260668 

To make a booking please contact our                  

Reservation Team on: 

E. groups@continuumattractions.com 

T: 01904 261262 



primary school workshops—ks1 & ks2 
King of the Castle  

What was it like to live inside the walls of a mighty medieval castle? In this interactive session 
pupils will use their senses to understand some of the differences between ‘then’ and now, at a 
site that has been an important local place for over 1,000 years. Suitable for Foundation Stage 

and KS1 and can  also be adapted for KS2. 
 

Empress Matilda and the Great Escape 
Develop pupils’ story telling using costume and original objects to recreate an episode with a 

famous character from Oxford Castle & Prison’s history. Suitable for KS1 and KS2. 
 

Expressive Arts 
This popular collage making workshop is a great way for all ages to create an artistic response to 

their experience of visiting the Castle and Prison. Older pupils may wish to explore the feelings 
evoked by the prison setting, while younger ones can enjoy illustrating some of the stories of our 

Castle characters—we’ll clear up the mess! Suitable for KS1 and KS2. 
 

Panoramic Prints 
A chance to get creative by taking inspiration from the amazing views of the Oxford sky line from 
the Castle Mound and St. George’s Tower. Pupils will use viewfinders to compose their sketches, 

before making their own relief prints to take back to school where you can create a colourful   
panorama around your classroom. Suitable for KS2 onwards. 

 
Centuries of Crime and Punishment  

From pillories to porridge! Pupils will explore the theme of crime and punishment over a wide 
period of time. Using objects, documents and costume, they can find out more about changing 
attitudes to crime and how criminals have been captured and punished over the years. Suitable 

for Year 4 onwards. 
 

Clues from the Past 
A ‘hands-on’ session, including costume, documents and mystery objects, designed to familiarise 
pupils with different types of historical evidence—how we know about the Castle and Prison, how 

the site has changed over the course of time and who lived there. Suitable for KS2. 
 

Mary Blandy on Trial: Villain or Victim?  
Pupils will learn how a court case works and re-enact the trial of notorious poisoner Mary Blandy, 
by using original evidence to decide if she deserved her fate in a case that scandalised eighteenth 

century society. Suitable for Year 4 onwards. 
 

Castle Challenge 
How do you build and attack a castle? Pupils will work in teams to consider shapes, materials and 

forces to find the strongest structure and most successful attack weapon in this practical       
workshop. Suitable for KS2. 

 
Bird’s Eye Oxford 

Use aerial photographs to explore changes to the city and discuss the social and environmental 
consequences and compare the past with what you can now see from the top of St. George’s 

Tower and Castle Mound. Suitable for KS2. 


